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Teaching Philosophy

In an ever-changing world, our approach to education must also evolve. The curriculum,
structure of the classroom, and mindset of the educational system we have grown accustomed
to is an outdated approach and does not fit the needs of today’s learners. The old idea of
students sitting in perfect rows is teacher-guided and doesn’t highlight the students. Creating a
student-centered environment while incorporating a project-based curriculum teaches the whole
student.

As an educator, my priority is to build a classroom community where my students feel
safe, respected, and inspired. To build this community, it is important to invest the time at the
beginning of the school year and foster open discussion among students. The first six weeks we
focus on learning about one another through morning meetings, empathy interviews, and a
personal project. This encourages dialogue, identifies the needs of each student as a
collaborative, and builds an environment of cooperation and mutual trust. This cooperative
discussion leads to a sense of belonging and ownership within the classroom, which will lead to
the responsibility and independence of the student. We strive to have a set of norms where all
voices are represented and I can now guide my students through an education that is inclusive
and motivated by them. By creating this solid foundation of learning we as a classroom family
have a framework to reference and revisit it throughout the year to see if our beliefs have
changed.

Learning is a social activity and community plays a central role (Vygotsky 1978). To learn
and grow from one another, I have created a space that nurtures collaborations with meaningful
interactions. Their interests, strengths, and assets create the topics of discussion. Students
learn from each other while in small groups reviewing a text, having rich dialogue about our
projects, or activating their prior knowledge with a Think-Pair-Share. I’m a firm believer that
students learn best when doing the learning. Constructivist teaching fosters critical thinking and
creates motivated and independent learners. Teaching the whole-child gives them the added
support to retain the information for a lifetime.

Creating lifelong learners starts with an elementary school foundation. It is within the first
few years students become aware of their strengths and areas for growth. If a child does not
feel engaged early on, the opportunity to impact their desire to learn may have eluded them and
their future educators. As a youth, I struggled to find solid footing on my educational path. I did
not have a firm grasp or feel confident in the methodology of teaching in certain subjects. This
struggle was generally overlooked by my educators and I was left to find my own ways. In
contrast, I strive to create an environment where students feel supported with a yes-you-can
attitude as well as early interventions and inclusion to keep them focused and engaged. I use
scaffolds that build on their prior knowledge, which creates a feeling of accomplishment and
strength in their abilities. I have a gentle level of expectation that challenges them to do their
best work. I have a literacy-rich classroom that cultivates readers. Studies show if a student isn’t
literate by third grade, they will forever struggle with reading. I teach using multiple strategies,
and when needed, incorporating interventions where all students can benefit. Offering a
curriculum that accommodates multiple learning styles and making the content relevant to their
lives teaches the whole child.



My classroom is a unique community composed of many different backgrounds. I
appreciate and welcome the variation and value the difference it brings. I create lessons,
projects and provide literature that includes all students. We study history that represents the
counter-narrative of the dominant mainstream perspective. For example, during February and in
recognition of Black History Month, we study the underrepresented contributors to the current
fields of science. We have traced back the land we call home to the Indigenous Peoples who
were displaced by the Europeans through literature and art. These lessons help change the lens
through which children view the world and even their fellow classmates. I believe all children
come to school with prior knowledge. To build on this knowledge, I do Guided Reading,
Think-Pair-Shares, and group discussions in a Fishbowl strategy. Our classroom community
includes our student’s families. I highly encourage parent involvement and lean on families to
guide learning. Asking families directly to share their culture gives the whole class more
accurate information.

Ultimately, I want my students to be excited to be a member of the classroom. I want
them to have fun and be passionate about learning. My goal for students is to become lifelong
learners and to always stay curious. When students leave my classroom and embark on their
next journey in education, they will be prepared for their near and distant future. They will
advance grades with confidence while feeling they can accomplish anything when they apply
themselves. As I reflect on my philosophy, I realize I have an enormous responsibility to my
students and their families to provide them with positive learning experiences. As I gain more
experience in teaching, my philosophy will continue to evolve and positively affect my teaching
practice.


